December 19, 2008

Children’s Christmas Pageant at 11:00 a.m.

Service of Prayer & Preaching

Altar Guild to set-up for Christmas services after 2nd service.

Please lend a hand in any way you are able.

Sunday, 12/28

One morning service only at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday school and Bible study still at 9:45 a.m.

Friday Reading

A reading from a sermon from Leo the Great

On the Feast of the Nativity, VI

This is not a simple read to digest; I chose this reading because of its profound character and its summons for meditation.

On all days and at all times, dearly beloved, does the birth of our Lord and Savior from the Virgin-mother occur to the thoughts of the faithful, who meditate on divine things, that the mind may be aroused to the acknowledgment of its Maker, and whether it be occupied in the groans of supplication, or in the shouting of praise, or in the offering of sacrifice, may employ its spiritual insight on nothing more frequently and more trustingly than on the fact that GOD the Son of GOD, begotten of the co-eternal Father, was also born by a human birth.

For to day the Maker of the world was born of a Virgin's womb, and He, who made all natures, became Son of her, whom He created. Today the Word of GOD appeared clothed in flesh, and That which had never been visible to human eyes began to be tangible to our hands as well. Today the shepherds learnt from angels' voices that the Savior was born in the substance of our flesh and soul; and today the form of the Gospel message was prearranged by the leaders of the LORD'S flocks, so that we too may say with the heavenly host: "Glory in the highest to GOD, and on earth peace to men of good will." 
Although that infancy, which the majesty of GOD's Son did not disdain, reached mature manhood by the growth of years and, when the triumph of His passion and resurrection was completed, all the actions of humility which were undertaken for us ceased, yet today's festival renews for us the holy childhood of Jesus born of the Virgin Mary: and in adoring the birth of our Savior, we find we are celebrating the commencement of our own life. For the birth of Christ is the source of life for Christian folk, and the birthday of the Head is the birthday of the body. Although every individual that is called has his own order, and all the sons of the Church are separated from one another by intervals of time, yet as the entire body of the faithful being born in the font of baptism is crucified with Christ in His passion, raised again in His resurrection, and placed at the Father's right hand in His ascension, so with Him are they born in this nativity. For any believer in whatever part of the world that is re-born in Christ, quits the old paths of his original nature and passes into a new man by being reborn; and no longer is he reckoned of his earthly father's stock but among the seed of the Savior, Who became the Son of man in order that we might have the power to be the sons of GOD. For unless He came down to us in this humiliation, no one would reach His presence by any merits of his own.

Let not earthly wisdom shroud in darkness the hearts of the called on this point, and let not the frailty of earthly thoughts raise itself against the loftiness of GOD's grace, for it will soon return to the lowest dust. At the end of the ages is fulfilled that which was ordained from all eternity: and in the presence of realities, when signs and types have ceased, the Law and prophecy have become Truth: and so Abraham is found the father of all nations, and the promised blessing is given to the world in his seed: nor are they only Israelites whom blood and flesh begot, but the whole body of the adopted enter into possession of the heritage prepared for the sons of Faith. Be not disturbed by the cavils of silly questionings, and let not the effects of the Divine word be dissipated by human calculation; we with Abraham believe in GOD and "waver not through unbelief but "know most assuredly that what the LORD promised, He is able to perform."

They then who "are born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man but of GOD," must offer to. the Father the unanimity of peace-loving sons, and all the members of adoption must meet in the First-begotten of the new creation, Who came to do not His own Will but His that sent Him; inasmuch as the Father in His gracious favor has adopted as His heirs not those that are discordant nor those that are unlike Him, but those that are in feeling and affection one. They that are remodeled after one pattern must have a spirit like the model. The birthday of the LORD is the birthday of peace: for thus says the Apostle, "He is our peace, who made both one;" since whether we be Jew or Gentile, "through Him we have access in one Spirit to the Father." And it was this in particular that He taught His disciples before the day of His passion which He had of His own free-will foreordained, saying, "My peace I give unto you, My peace I leave for you; and lest under the general term the character of His peace should escape notice, He added. "not as the world give I unto you."

The world, He Says, has its friendships, and brings many that are apart into loving harmony. There are also minds which are equal in vices. And similarity of desires produces equality of affection. And if any are perchance to be found who are not pleased with what is mean and dishonorable, and who exclude from the terms of their connection unlawful compacts, yet even such if they be either Jews, heretics or heathens, belong not to GOD's friendship but to this world's peace. But the peace of the spiritual and of catholics coming down from above and leading upwards refuses to hold communion with the lovers of the world resists all obstacles and flies from pernicious pleasures to true joys, as the LORD says: "Where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also;" that is, if what you love is below you will descend to the lowest depth: if what you love is above, you will reach the topmost height: thither may the Spirit of peace lead and bring us, whose wishes and feeling are at one, and who are of one mind in faith and hope and in charity: since "as many as are led by the Spirit of GOD these are sons of GOD" Who reigns with the Son and Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayers

Collect for The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For a holy, chaste Life

O Father, give to me purity of lips, a clean and innocent heart, and integrity of upright action. Give to me humility, patience, abstinence, chastity, prudence, justice, fortitude, temperance. Give to me the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and strengthen, the Spirit of knowledge and godliness, and of Your fear. Make me ever to seek Your face with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind; and grant to me to possess a contrite and humble heart in Your Presence, to prefer noting to Your love. Drive away from me the darkness of blindness and ignorance; deliver me; assist me; illuminate me; and have mercy on me; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For Understanding

Almighty everlasting God, lighten our eyes with the Light of Your Spirit, that we neither sleep in evil deeds and nor slumber in idle works, but with the help of Your grace, may ever watch that we walk on Your path and follow the way of Your word, and when Christ comes in His glory, may enter where our service is rendered day and night in holiness and purity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 343, “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 357, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 355, “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” & LSB 346, “When All the World Was Cursed”

Old Testament Reading, Deuteronomy 18:15–19
15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to Him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19And whoever will not listen to My words that He shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of Him.’”

· We name Isaiah a prophet and Malachi also; there are the Major prophets and Minor prophets (distinguished by length of their writings). But what are prophets?

· How has our Lord fulfilled the calling that the Father gave to those who preached in the Old Testament?

Epistle, Philippians 4:4-7
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your forbearance be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

· On the economic front, on the social front, on the political front, on the military front—a multitude of reasons why one could be anxious. So, why should peace pervade our lives and we be joyful in days of uncertainty?

Gospel, Luke 1:39-56

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. 50And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 54He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, 55as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to His offspring forever.”

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.
· Will a woman receive the benefits of marriage from a man if she does not believe his proposal? How then could one receive blessings from the Lord if His Word is not held as truth?

· And as His blessings are poured into the ears (and bodies) of His people, what comes out of their mouths?

Announcements

Sunday, 12/21

· No LSF Bible Study

Monday, 12/22

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Wednesday, 12/24, The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord
· No Bible Class; it will resume on January 7, 2009

· 9:00 p.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20)

Thursday, 12/25, The Nativity of Our Lord

· 10:30 a.m., Divine Service (Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Titus 3:4-7, John 1:1-18)

· 12:30 p.m., Congregational Potluck Luncheon

Sunday, 12/28, 1st Sunday after Christmas

· Only the 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 11:1-5, Galatians 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40)

· No LSF Bible Study

12/26-31

Vicar Solum will be away

Wednesday, 12/31, The Eve of the Name of Jesus
· No Bible class; it will resume January 7, 2009

· 7:00 p.m., Vespers (Isaiah 63:7-18, 1 Peter 1:22-25, Luke 13:1-10)

Thursday, 1/1/09, The Circumcision & Name of Jesus

· 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 17:1-14, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21)

God’s Stewards. What is the Lord’s economy? Not everyone is empowered to do all things. Many are not even permitted to do what they would prefer. But each one is able to do what he can. And when this is the case, the Lord has work for everyone in generation after generation; the Spirit of God, according to His wisdom has distributed the gifts for those works in the Body of Christ, works that build up in love and encourage in hope and bring honor and glory to the Head of the Church, Christ our Lord.

Missions. Good news from Glenn and Susan Fluegge in Togo. How do we better train pastors for the African Lutheran churches in the 21st century? Glenn had the privilege of teaching Homiletics II (preaching); this course was designed to be the capstone course that sought to bring together all that the students had learned with regard to interpreting biblical texts and preaching their message to God's people. The students had only two tasks: Preach sermons and evaluate sermons. He could sense their inner turmoil as the texts worked their work on the students; and he empathized with them as they went through the struggle of every preacher-remain faithful to the text, preach Christ crucified, and apply it to the parishioners. On the last day of class, he revealed the true goal of the class-to engage them in the 'tentatio of the preacher.' Tentatio is one of the keys to making a theologian—the 'tribulation' or 'fierce struggle' that a theologian goes through as he ministers. Effective, dynamic, and faithful preaching only comes about through such a tentatio. Their learning is not finished. The tentatio continues, yet two things are certain: They now see themselves as preachers and they will never see a biblical text in the same light again.

Christmas Poinsettias. Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
Trinity’s Sunday School is collecting unwrapped toys or gift cards to be given to the Opportunity Center. Suggestions for gift cards are: Target, Safeway, Longs, & Wal-Mart.

Please bring these things to Trinity by today. Thank you.

Teri Sonksen, Dorothy Baker, & Pastor Crown invite you to gather with us for a Christmas Day potluck at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 25, at Trinity. Ham will be provided, so all you need to bring is a dish of your choice. If you want to attend, please contact Teri by e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone (650-579-7227), or Dorothy (650-593-5804) by today, with the following information: number of people who will attend; what you will bring (salad, or side dish, dessert, bread/rolls, or beverage). We look forward to seeing you there. Peace, Teri, Dorothy, & Pastor
Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity. Please sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Deuteronomy 18:15–19
· We name Isaiah a prophet and Malachi also; there are the Major prophets and Minor prophets (distinguished by length of their writings). But what are prophets? Prophets were those who preached—they were those who forth-told, applying the covenant to daily life—as well as foretold—speaking of the promise to be fulfilled. They called Israel to faithfulness in the covenant that the LORD has spoken—I am Your God and you are My people.

· How has our Lord fulfilled the calling that the Father gave to those who preached in the Old Testament? He not only preached the faithfulness of God; He was the faithfulness—completing in His flesh and blood the covenant, for the weakness and frailty of our flesh could not. His whole life, in word and deed, was the Word of God.
Epistle, Philippians 4:4-7
· On the economic front, on the social front, on the political front, on the military front—a multitude of reasons why one could be anxious. So, why should peace pervade our lives and we be joyful in days of uncertainty? Since the Father has already given to us His Son, will He not also give to us all things that we need? With the axle of life in place—Jesus Christ crucified and risen and we baptized into Him—the rest of life fits around it as God orders it. To know that God oversees all life, even as we cannot comprehend its complexity and the daily battle against the devil, the world and our own sinful nature, is our comfort and peace.

Gospel, Luke 1:39-56

· Will a woman receive the benefits of marriage from a man if she does not believe his proposal? How then could one receive blessings from the Lord if His Word is not held as truth? Unbelief receives nothing from the Lord; one who doubts expects no good thing from God. But belief and trust receives everything from the Lord, thanking Him in the days of prosperity and the time of trial.

· And as His blessings are poured into the ears (and bodies) of His people, what comes out of their mouths? A new song of praise to our God—a new song because the Spirit teaches us to sing (not with the words of this present life, but with the words of the new creation).
